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New! Liberty 
4.5 Reiner 
Special Nail 
The Liberty Reiner Special 
nail is designed to fit 
securely in sliding plates.  
The head fits almost flush; 
requiring very little rasping 
to make it flush with the 
shoe.  This nail provides a secure fit with 
added material in the throat of the nail.   

The Liberty 4.5 Reiner Special nail fits 
securely in Pride plates, as well as race 
plates and the Standardbred swedge.  

ALWAYS
Imitated
NEVER

Duplicated

KERCKHAERT
DF SERIES

PROFESSIONAL FARRIERS
APPRECIATE A FINE FINISH
The Kerckhaert DF is manufactured with smooth, 

well-rounded contours throughout the shoe.

HARDER MATERIAL = 
LONGER WEARABILITY
Harder material means the Kerckhaert DF 

maintains its shape longer, while remaining easy 

to modify when required.

CLEAN AND CONSISTENT
NAIL HOLES
The Kerckhaert DF’s clean and consistent finish 

of nail holes requires less finishing work and 

promotes smooth nail placement.

120 Years of  Excellence
The DF Series is part of Kerckhaert’s 120 years 

of dedication to excellence, growth and 

innovation - designed to meet the demands of 

the professional farrier. 

Kerckhaert Pride Series  
The Pride series was 
developed for use in 
western disciplines 
including reining, roping 
and working cow horses 
where too much traction 
would be detrimental. 
These shoes are plain 
stamped and the 1/4" 
stock thickness allows 
for the use of various race type nails, including the 
Liberty 4.5 and 5 Race, Liberty Carrera Cu Race and 
Liberty 4.5 Reiner nails. 

 

Scan the QR Code to watch a video of 
Bobby Menker, CJF APF offering insight 
into the range of stock sizes in the 
Kerckhaert Pride series. 



SHOEING FOR FORM,  
FUNCTION AND  
NO PRESSURE  Doug Workman, CJF

This is a show Hunter that has just finished a long show season.  He has come into my life for a little light training and to let 
mind, body and feet have a much needed break.  The life of a show horse being what it is, the farriers that work on them during 
the show season really have their hands full keeping these horses showing and sound.  The fact that the horses have limited 
turnout, two to three baths a day and a variety of footing to deal with makes keeping them sound a tough job. My hat is off to 
these farriers.   
 
I was very fortunate on this day to have my good friend, Patrick Bone, to help me.  Patrick and I have been working together a 
long time and I consider it a privilege to have him work with me on any horse.  Normally we would be in a hurry to get done 
so we could take the rest of the day to go fishing, but the boat was in the shop for repair.  So we pulled out the camera, put on 
our aprons and dove in. 
 
The first thing we looked at is the overall conformation of the horse and how he is shod.  He is not the straightest legged horse 
we had ever seen, but we both have seen worse. You can also see where he has been nerved in the past.  He was shod just as 
you would expect, a little extra foot and a hunter fit (spot on).  Since we had the luxury of a break from show biz we could think 
in terms of more support and gathering up the feet.  We just want to make sure that we put the foot in the center of the leg and 
the foot and leg in the center of the shoe.

Above:  Various Views prior to shoeing, notice signs of nerving procedure in image to far left.

AS SEEN  ON FPD’S BLOG



just as you would expect, a little extra foot and a hunter 
fit (spot on).  Since we had the luxury of a break from 
show biz we could think in terms of more support and 
gathering up the feet.  We just want to make sure that we 
put the foot in the center of the leg and the foot and leg in 
the center of the shoe. 
  
The front feet were shod in aluminum as all hunters are 
and fit spot on.  A very safe job.  After removing the shoes 
and removing the dead sole we trim the frog removing any 
dirt traps and finding the true apex of the frog (where the 
frog meets the live sole).  We now use the trimmed frog as 
the foundation to start our trim.  My goal is to have the 
widest part of the foot parallel with each other 
approximately 1/2” to 3/8” behind the true apex of the 
frog after the trim.  Also, I want to be as equal as possible 
medially and laterally across this same point (widest part 
of the foot).  The heels should be equal length and back 
as close to the highest and widest part of the frog as I can 
get.  The main thing that I keep in mind is that these are 
goals and I do not want to over prep the feet to achieve 
them. 
  
After I have trimmed the feet as close to this protocol as I 
can, I will use the shoe choice and placement to 
compensate for any deviations that I come across.  For this 
horse we decided to go to steel to give a more stable base 
of support since we are fitting with a little more length and 
width.  To compensate for having more foot medially or 
laterally, I fit the shoe as if both halves are equal and box 
and safe the shoe on the narrow side.  This is not always 
possible due to environment or job, but you can generally 
give a little help. To address anterior/posterior deviations 
I start at the widest part of the foot again.  I want to have 
equal amount of foot in front of and behind this point.  
I’m not a big proponent of totally unloading the toe wall 
of the foot.  I generally set my shoes back a little, but I 
want the toe wall bearing and supporting weight.  As you 
can see on these feet the white line appears stretched or 
stressed.  By using the widest part of a properly trimmed 
foot as a landmark, I do not have to guess where to put 
my toe, it gives me a destination.  
 
Once again these are goals that I’m trying to achieve, not 
hard and fast rules.  By having a set foundation to work 
from, I’m better able to see the successes or failures of my 
work.

4 - Trimmed frog to locate true apex 
5, 6, 7 - Trimmed to reach goals for balance and form 
8, 9 - On ground we can evaluate angles and alignment 
10, 11, 12, 13 - Shod with SX-8 clipped steel, notice additional support of fit in 12 
and 13
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